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Mailing Ad&ess.- 

THE JOHNS HOPKINS HOSPITAL 
BaItimore, Md 21205 

TeI: (301) 955-6641 

I am embarrassed t h a t  I have no t  g o t t e n  back to  you i n  r e sponse  to 
your letter an unconscionably long t i m e  ago. 

The Bar Harbor Course was f i r s t  given,  as you d o u b t l e s s  know, i n  
1960, and Vi rg in i a  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  group to a t t e n d  it. It c a n n o t  be 
said t h a t  s h e  was involved i n  s e t t i n g  it up  but  c e r t a i n  it is t h a t  he r  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  suppor t  and f r equen t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w a s  very impor t an t  i n  
ongoing commitment of  t h e  March of D i m e s  to  its suppor t  -- a s u p p o r t  t h a t  
con t inues  to t h i s  day. 

The course  was conceived a t  Testa's Res taurant  on a w a r m  July noon i n  
1959 when Anne and I v i s i t e d  t h e  Jackson Laboratory.  I made t h e  
sugges t ion  t o  John F u l l e r ,  who a t  t h a t  time was A s s i s t a n t  Director for 
Tra in ing ,  and to  Earl  Green, who of course was t h e  Director: T h a t  t h e r e  
should be a course i n  medical g e n e t i c s  a t  Bar Harbor t a k i n g  advantage  of 
t h e  expertise of t h e  Jax  s t a f f  and a group of up and coining young medical 
g e n e t i c i s t s  and human g e n e t i c i s t s  from o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
of  cour se  Johns Hopkins! I was impressed with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  J a x  
people  do i n  the  muse t h e  same sort  of t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  do i n  man, pret ty  
much. That is, they  i d e n t i f y  new mutat ions,  i.e. new mutant  forms,  and 
attempt to determine i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t ance  whether it t r u l y  is g e n e t i c  
and i n  t h e  second i n s t a n c e  how it is  i n h e r i t e d  and what t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
b a s i c  gene determined d e f e c t  is. 

The o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  cour se  was to upgrade teaching  of g e n e t i c s  i n  
medical schools  and r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  schools  bu t ,  of course, 
f o s t e r i n g  r e sea rch  i n  t h i s  area was a l ead ing  o b j e c t i v e  too. 

I am no t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I can recal l  any s p e c i f i c  a n t e c d o t e s  about 
Vi rg in i a .  Of course, her  energy was legendary and her  en thus i a sm t r u l y  
i n f e c t i o u s .  Her ded ica t ion  to  t h e  Bar Harbor C o u r s e  meant t h a t  t h e  
importance of g e n e t i c s  i n  t h e  B i r t h  Defec ts  Program t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  



Founiiation fo r  I n f a n t i l e  P a r a l y s i s  was deveioping w a s  k e p t  i n  c e n t r a l  
a t t e n t i o n .  This  was c e r t a i n l y  important.  I r e c a l l  t h a t  s h e  steered many 
persons around the  country to  t h e  course and I a m  sure t h a t  t h e  cour se  i n  
t u r n  had a tremendous impact on t h e  teaching and c l i n i c a l  w o r k  of t h o s e  
ind iv idua l s .  

I have, each year  i n  r ecen t  t i m e s ,  given an i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  B a r  Harbor Course. The parade of ind iv idua l s  who have a t t e n d e d  a s  
" s tuden t s "  or as s t a f f  is phenomenally impressive. It  is f a i r  to  s a y  
t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  no one working i n  the  f i e l d  has  not  been to t h e  c o u r s e  and  
per ina to logy  has  c e r t a i n l y  been very heavi ly  represented.  

Although I am no t  good a t  coming up with any an tecdotes  f o r  you, I am 
sending you herewith a copy of some of my sl ides t h a t  I use i n  my h i s t o r y  
of t h e  Bar Harbor Course. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  as you know, beginning i n  1967 on a l t e r n a t e  y e a r s  it 
was a course i n  mammalian gene t i c s ,  i.e. mouse gene t i c s ,  predominant ly .  
Beginning i n  1979 t h e  course  has  become a Shor t  Course i n  Medical and 
Experimental  Mammalian Genet ics  and w i l l  be a combined c o u r s e  from now 
on. I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  to see how muse g e n e t i c s  and man g e n e t i c s  have 
converged i n  terms both of methodology and of fund of knowledge. 

A l l  t h e  best to MKS. Diamond and to you. 

S ince re ly ,  

Victor A. McKusick, M.D. 
W i l l i a m  O s l e r  Professor of Medicine 

/ te 

Enclosures  

P.S. You w i l l  see Char l i e  S c r i v e r  i n  a p i c t u r e  of 1961  as a s t u d e n t  and 
then i n  a la ter  p i c t u r e  as a member of the  f acu l ty .  

The s t a f f  and s tuden t  body f o r  t h e  f i r s t  course i n  1960 is g i v e n  on 
c e r t a i n  of t h e  s l ides  and I be l i eve  t h a t  Vi rg in ia  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  
group. I th ink  you w i l l  enjoy t h e  nice pictures of t h e  O a k e s  Center .  
YOU w i l l  see a number of our d i s t ingu i shed  p e d i a t r i c i a n s  i n  t h e  group 
such as your p ro tege ,  Park Gerald, Bob Cook,  Richard Day, John  
L i t t l e f i e l d  and a good many o the r s .  I have enclosed some slides of o t h e r  
people l i k e  t h e  Earl Green's and George S n e l l  t h a t  w i l l  be of interest  to 
you. You may keep these  s l ides .  


